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Union	Settlement	
Celebrating	125	Years	of	Empowering	East	Harlem
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Dear	Friends	of	Union	Settlement:	
		
As	we	prepare	to	celebrate	our	125th	Anniversary	in	2020,	we	are	delighted	to	present	this	pictorial
history	of	Union	Settlement,	an	organization	that	has	been	providing	education,	wellness	and
community-building	programs	to	the	underserved	residents	of	East	Harlem	since	1895.	
		
Few	other	organizations	in	New	York	City	can	match	the	depth,	breadth,	longevity	or	impact	of	Union
Settlement’s	services.	We	have	empowered	hundreds	of	thousands	of	individuals	with	the	skills	they
need	to	achieve	their	goals,	and	make	better	lives	for	themselves	and	their	families.	
		
We	could	not	do	this	without	you.	We	owe	our	success	to	your	support,	and	hope	you	are	as	proud
as	we	are	of	the	transformational	impact	of	our	work.	
		
On	behalf	of	those	we	serve,	we	offer	our	deepest	thanks,	and	we	look	forward	to	continuing	this	vital
work	for	many	years	to	come.	

David	Nocenti	

Executive	Director	
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Union	Settlement	has	served	East	Harlem	since
1895.	One	of	the	largest	settlement	houses	in	New
York,	Union	Settlement	serves	more	than	10,000
East	Harlem	residents	of	all	ages	each	year	through
a	wide	array	of	programs,	including	early	childhood
education,	youth	services,	college	and	career
readiness,	mental	health	counseling,	small	business
development,	senior	services,	and	policy	advocacy.	
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1895:	Union	Settlement	begins	serving	the	neighborhood	of	East	Harlem.
1900:	Union	Settlement	grows	to	serve	3,000	East	Harlem	residents	each	year.

1915:	In	response	to	an	economic	crisis,	Union	Settlement	offers	temporary	work	to	300			
										unemployed	East	Harlem	residents.
1930:	Jobs	are	created	to	upgrade	Union	Settlement's	building.

1932:	Family	planning	clinic	opens	at	Union	Settlement.
1942:	Union	Settlement	initiates	one	of	the	first	"Old	Age"	programs	in	New	York	City.

1943:	Union	Settlement	opens	school-age	day	care	for	children	of	working	mothers.
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1955:	A	community	center	and	day	care	program	open	at	Washington	Houses,	a	large	
										public	housing	project	in	East	Harlem.	Then	and	now,	Washington	Houses	Community	
										Center	is	the	home	to	our	Youth	Services	program.	
1957:	Union	Settlement	Federal	Credit	Union	opens	its	doors	for	business.	The	credit	union,	a
										financial	cooperative,	is	East	Harlem’s	first	alternative	banking	system.
1964:	The	Union	Settlement	building	at	237	East	104	Street	is	demolished.	Reconstruction	
										begins	at	the	same	location	on	a	new	main	building,	Leggett	Memorial	Children’s	
										Center	and	Gaylord	White	House,	which	provides	apartments	for	low-income	older	
										adults,	and	now	houses	our	Gaylord	White	Senior	Center.
1964:	Our	College	Readiness	program	is	founded.
1965:	Union	Settlement	becomes	the	site	of	one	of	the	country’s	first	Head	Start	programs,	
										the	federally	sponsored	preschool	initiative	launched	as	one	of	the	Great	Society		
										undertakings.
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1972:	Adult	Education	classes,	literacy	and	home	management	programs	are	established.
1982:	Union	Settlement	assumes	responsibility	for	both	James	Weldon	Johnson	Counseling	
										Center,	which	still	operates	today	under	our	Mental	Health	Services	program,	and	the	
										East	Harlem	Council	for	Senior	Centers,	which	is	now	part	of	our	Senior	Services	
										program.
1992:	Union	Settlement	opens	the	community	garden,	El	Sitio	Feliz	(“The	Happy	Place”)	on	
										East	104th	Street.
1995:	Union	Settlement	celebrates	its	Centennial	Anniversary.	The	Museum	of	the	City	of	New
										York	presents	an	exhibition	featuring	photographs,	publications	and	memorabilia	from	
										Union	Settlement's	past	and	present.
2000:	In	partnership	with	the	New	York	Academy	of	Medicine,	Union	Settlement	develops	a	
										preschool-based	pediatric	asthma	monitoring	and	intervention	program	that	becomes	
										the	model	for	all	child	care	providers	in	New	York	City.
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2007:	Union	Settlement	Youth	Services	launches	programs	for	disconnected	youth	and	young
										fathers;	both	programs	serve	as	models	for	other	New	York	City	social	service	providers.
2011:	The	inaugural	Joan	H.	Tisch	Community	Health	Prize	is	awarded	to	Union	Settlement.	

2012:	Union	Settlement	establishes	the	East	Harlem	Community	Alliance,	a	consortium	that			
										now	includes	over	200	local	businesses,	non-profits,	religious	congregations,	and		
										government	agencies.
2014:	The	Union	Settlement	Business	Development	Center	is	established.

2020:	Union	Settlement	celebrates	125	years	of	serving	East	Harlem.	The	125th	Anniversary	
										Endowment	Fund	is	established.

https://unionsettlement.org/business-development/
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Union	Settlement's	founding	constitution,	1895.
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Morris	K.	Jessup,	donor	of	East	104th	Street	site,
where	Union	Settlement	has	been	centrally	located
since	1896.
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Union	Settlement	Athletic	Club,	1898
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From	the	The	New	York	Times
August	4,	1901
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Union	Settlement	Reading	Club,	1902
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Union	Settlement's	"Kitchen	Garden	Class",	1902
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From	the	1902	Union	Settlement	Annual	Report

Cleveland	Hoadley	Dodge	was	a	trailblazer	for	Union	Settlement.	In	1895,	he	was	one	of
the	founding	members,	championing	the	cause	of	developing	a	settlement	house	and
bringing	new	opportunities	to	the	impoverished	East	Harlem	neighborhood.	During	those
early	years,	facilities	including	a	library,	clinic,	gymnasium	and	playground	were	added,
with	Cleveland	Dodge	and	his	family	helping	to	make	it	all	possible.



	19	

Priscilla	Loomis	was	a	teenage	volunteer,
giving	piano	lessons	at	Union	Settlement.
She	became	active	in	the	day-care	program
and	was	a	director	for	five	decades.

In	the	1940s,	she	was	a	founding	member	of
the	Day	Care	Council	of	New	York	City.

Priscilla	Lockwood	(Loomis),	back	right,
and	sister	Eleanor,	front	right,	1909

Priscilla	Loomis,	1973
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Gaylord	S.	White,	Resident
Headworker	from	1901-1923.

"From	the	beginning,	social	action	was	an	essential	part
of	the	settlement	movement.	The	ideal	resident	is	simply
the	ideal	of	the	Good	Neighbor!	I	learned	to	think	of	the
Settlement	as	a	home	and	residents	as	members	of	a
"family",	resolved	to	be	good	neighbors	in	promoting	the
welfare	of	the	neighborhood."	-	Gaylord	S.	White,	1912

Left:	Gaylord	White	and	family

Above:	Gaylord	White	and	Program	staff,	1912
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Sophie	White	Wells	(daughter	of	Gaylord	White)	and	
Dr.	Henry	P.	Van	Dusen,	Director,	at	the	Gaylord	White	plaque	dedication.
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Letter	from	Gaylord	White	to	the
Union	Settlement	Board	of
Directors	shortly	before	his	death.
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The	Auchincloss	Family	has	a
remarkable	legacy	of	service	to	Union
Settlement.

Reginald	and	Ruth	Cutting	Auchincloss
were	instrumental	in	the	early	years	of
the	organization.

Ruth	Collard	Auchincloss	served	on	the
Women's	Auxiliary	Board	in	1944.

Joannna	Auchincloss	was	on	the	Board
of	Directors	in	the	1960s.
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"During	my	years	of	study	as	Fellow	of	the	(Union
Theological)	Seminary,	I	accompanied	my	friend
and	classmate,	Gaylord	Starin	White,	to	London	and
there	visited	Toynbee	Hall	and	made	the
acquaintance	of	Canon	Barnett...When,	at	a
meeting	of	the	Union	Seminary	Alumni	Club,	on
April	3,	1895,	the	suggestion	was	made	that	Union
Seminary,	as	a	mark	of	its	interest	in	social	problems
should	establish	a	settlement	of	its	own,	I	approved
the	plan	and	became	of	member	of	the	committee
appointed	to	choose	the	site.

(We	chose	East	Harlem	because)	the	region	was
sparsely	settled	and	was	at	that	time	entirely
destitute	of	any	civic	center.	It	seemed	to	us	that,	as
early	settlers,	we	had	a	chance	to	grow	up	with	the
community	and	affect	its	development."

-	William	Adams	Brown,	President	of	Union
Settlement	1915-1919.	His	son,	John	(pictured	in
the	middle	on	the	left)	was	chairman	of	Union
Settlement	1949-1950.	

Many	other	Brown	family	members	served	Union
Settlement	through	the	years,	including	Thacher	M.
Brown,	Jr.	who	served	as	Assistant	Treasurer	and
was	a	skilled	fund	raiser	for	the	organization	from
1950	to	1970.
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Clyde	E.	Murray
Headworker
1940	-	1949
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John	Sloane
The	New	York	Times
November	1,	1946

John	Sloane	Jr.	(nephew	of	Edmund	Coffin	Jr.,	one	of
Union	Settlement's	first	board	members)	was	a
significant	supporter	of	Union	Settlement	with	over	40
years	of	board	leadership.	He	served	as	Chair	from
1946	to	1949.

John	Sloane	in	1962
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Dr.	Henry	Sloane	Coffin

Edmund	Coffin	and	his	son	Henry	Sloane	Coffin	led
the	way	for	the	family	in	support	for	Union
Settlement,	and	in	philanthropy	and	theology,	with
Henry	Sloane	Coffin	becoming	one	of	the	best
known	and	most	influential	ministers	in	America.

Dr.	Henry	Sloane	Coffin	served	on	the	Board
through	the	late	1950s.	He	and	his	wife,	Dorothy,
assisted	in	hosting	and	planning	Union
Settlement’s	50th	anniversary	exhibit	at	the
Museum	of	the	City	of	New	York.
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The	New	York	Times,	April	16,	1946
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In	his	youth,	Hollywood	movie	star	Burt
Lancaster	played	sports,	acted	in	theater
productions	and	learned	circus	arts	at
Union	Settlement.	He	credited	Union
Settlement	for	“saving	him	from	the
streets,”	and	supported	the	organization	
all	his	life.
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In	1948,	Burt	Lancaster
visited	the	neighborhood	he
grew	up	in	and	came	to	
Union	Settlement's	sites	to
meet	staff	and	participants.

"Of	course,	Burt	Lancaster	was	one	of
the	most	difficult	youngsters	we	ever

had	at	the	Settlement.	(Laughs.)	He	is
now	very	famous	and	we	are	all	very
proud	of	him."	

-	Helen	M.	Harris	(in	1973),	
	headworker	of	Union	Settlement	
1930-1940.
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Union	Settlement's	summer	camps
served	as	an	indispensable	service	to
East	Harlem	youth	for	much	of	the
20th	century.	

The	camps	provided	an	opportunity
to	spend	educational	and
recreational	time	out	of	the	city	and
in	nature.	
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Cyrus	R.	Vance
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Cyrus	Vance	Sr.,	served	on	our	Board	of	Directors	for	many	years,	including	joining	the	Executive	Committee
in	1957,	becoming	the	Vice	Chairman	in	1959	and	serving	as	Chairman	from	1960-1961.	He	would	later
serve	as	the	United	States	Secretary	of	State	from	1977	to	1980.
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Union	Settlement	Board	Leaders

Board	Presidents

Rev.	Francis	Brown	-	1895	to	1897

Rev.	Charles	Cuthbert	Hall	-	1897	to	1908

Rev.	Francis	Brown	-	1908	to	1915

Rev.	William	Adams	Brown	-	1915	to	1919

Rev.	Arthur	C.	McGiffert	-	1920	to	1926

Rev.	Henry	Sloane	Coffin	-	1926	to	1945

Rev.	Henry	P.	Van	Dusen	-	1945	to	1963

Rev.	John	C.	Bennett	-	1963	to	1968

Orville	H.	Schell,	Jr.	-	1968	to	1970s

Board	Chairs

Edmund	Coffin	-	1904	to	1926

Maitland	Dwight	-	1926	to	1938

James	M.	Nicely	-	1938	to	1945

John	Sloane	-	1946	to	1949

John	Crosby	Brown	-	1949	to	1950

S.	Hazard	Gillespie	-	1950	to	1957

Orville	H.	Schell,	Jr.	-	1957	to	1960

Cyrus	R.	Vance	-	1960	to	1961

Stanley	Resor	-	1961	to	1962

Walter	Lord	-	1962	to	1964

Edward	C.	Brewster	-	1964	to	1966

Bevis	Longstreth	-	1966	to	1968

Mrs.	Edwin	B.	Brooks	-	1968	to	1970

Arthur	W.	Einstein,	Jr.	-	1970	to	1972

Amory	Bradford	-	1972	to	1974

Harriet	L.	Warm	-	1973	to	1974

John	H.T.	Wilson	-	1974	to	1975

James	N.	Lodwick	-	1976	to	1978

Hugh	Rowland,	Jr.	-	1978	to	1979

Jeremy	Biggs	-	1980	to	1984

Arthur	W.	Einstein,	Jr.	-	1984	to	1986

Edwin	H.	Brooks	-	1986	to	1988

Daniel	P.	Paduano	-	1988	to	1990

Stuart	Meiklejohn	-	1990	to	2004

Robert	F.	Quaintance,	Jr.	-	2004	to	2008

Maxine	Rockoff	-	2008	to	2012

Reginald	E.	Harwell	-	2012	to	2015

Ruth	E.	Pachman	-	2015	to	2019

Amy	Sherman	-	2019	to	present
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The	Rev.	Dr.	Francis	Brown

S.	Hazard	Gillespie

Amy	Sherman

John	H.T.	Wilson
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Union	Settlement	
Headworkers/Executive	Directors

William	E.	McCord	-	1895	to	1901

Gaylord	S.	White	-	1901	to	1923

Max	Nelson	-	1923	to	1930

Helen	Harris	-	1930	to	1940

Clyde	Murray	-	1940	to	1949

William	Kirk	-	1949	to	1971

James	Soler	-	1971	to	1979

Eugene	Sklar	-	1980	to	

Ellen	Simon	-	1995	to	2008

David	Nocenti	-	2009	to	present
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William	E.	McCord

David	Nocenti

Helen	Harris

William	Kirk
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Current	Programs

COMMUNITY	 		WELLNESS	 EDUCATION
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Union	Settlement	has	served	wave	after	wave	of	immigrants	who	have	made	East
Harlem	one	of	New	York’s	“portal	communities,”	from	the	Irish,	Eastern	European
and	Italian	populations	of	a	century	ago,	to	large	numbers	of	individuals	from
Puerto	Rico,	the	Dominican	Republic	and	Mexico,	and	the	latest	arrivals	from
Central	and	South	America,	Africa,	Asia	and	the	Middle	East.	

Currently	in	East	Harlem,	12%	of	adults	have	less	than	a	ninth	grade	education,
29%	of	adults	did	not	graduate	from	high	school	and	only	28%	have	a	four-year
college	degree.	

We	now	assist	around	400	students	through	a	menu	of	English	for	Speakers	of
Other	Languages	(ESOL)	classes,	Adult	Basic	Education	and	High	School
Equivalency	(ABE/HSE)	classes	(in	English	and	in	Spanish),	and	Health	Career
Pathways	classes.	

Adult	Education
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Providing	a	caring	educational	environment	to	young	children	has	been	a
cornerstone	of	Union	Settlement	since	our	founding.	

We	are	now	the	seventh	largest	provider	of	early	childhood	education
services	in	New	York	City,	serving	around	700	infants,	toddlers	and
preschoolers	each	year	with	a	well-rounded	program	focused	on
cognitive,	social,	emotional,	creative	and	physical	development.	

We	are	a	trusted	provider	of	the	highest	quality	early	childhood	education,
enabling	families	to	work,	seek	employment	or	care	for	loved	ones.

Early	Childhood	Education
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Mental	Health	Services

For	more	than	60	years,	Union	Settlement	has	provided	mental	health	counseling
services	to	keep	families	together,	minimize	psychiatric	hospitalizations,	help
clients	maintain	sobriety	and	literally	save	lives.	

East	Harlem	has	the	city’s	highest	rate	of	hospitalizations	due	to	mental	illness.
Poverty	substantially	increases	the	emotional	burdens	many	of	our	residents
shoulder,	as	do	the	high	rates	of	violence,	substance	abuse,	child	abuse,	trauma,
mental	illness,	and	HIV/AIDS.	Union	Settlement’s	Mental	Health	Services	program
addresses	these	disparities	by	providing	a	range	of	counseling	and	care
management	services.	

We	now	serve	approximately	1,300	individuals	through	our	Johnson	Counseling
Center,	where	we	offer	individual,	family,	group	and	couples	therapy,	crisis
intervention,	psychological	and	psychiatric	evaluation,	medication	management,
advocacy	and	many	other	services.
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Services	for	seniors	have	always	been	a	priority	for	Union	Settlement.	We
have	been	providing	services	for	older	East	Harlem	residents	for	over	a
century,	and	Meals	on	Wheels	for	over	40	years.	Economically	struggling
and	often	living	alone,	our	community’s	senior	population	relies	on	Union
Settlement	to	help	meet	their	everyday	needs	and	ward	off	feelings	of
isolation.	

Over	750	older	adults	attend	our	four	Senior	Centers	where	they	enjoy
daily	group	meals,	exercise	activities,	benefits	assistance	counseling,
nutrition	classes,	health	and	wellness	programs,	computer	classes,
games,	and	arts	and	cultural	activities.		

Senior	Services
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Community	and	
Small	Business	Development

Union	Settlement's	mission	to	empower	the	East	Harlem	community	extends	to
nurturing	and	developing	small	businesses	and	entrepreneurs.	We	seek	to
connect	businesses	with	each	other,	as	well	as	help	incubate	businesses	of	all
sizes,	thereby	keeping	employers	and	employees	in	the	neighborhood.	

Our	Business	Development	Center	provides	business	education,	technology
training	and	technical	assistance	to	new	and	existing	small	business	owners	in
the	community.		
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Youth	Services

We	provide	robust	afterschool	and	summer	programs	for	in-school	youth,	including
education,	and	arts	and	recreation,	for	children	from	kindergarten	through	high
school.	Every	year,	through	our	programs,	more	than	2,250	eager	and	energetic
children,	teens	and	young	adults	actively	seek	and	create	opportunities	to	forge
brighter	futures.	

Union	Settlement	also	currently	serves	approximately	650	older	youth,	mostly	African
American	and	Latino,	who	are	neither	attending	school	nor	participating	in	the	labor
force.	These	young	people	face	daunting	challenges,	including	poverty,	early
parenthood,	criminal	justice	system	involvement,	low	educational	levels	and	lack	of
employment	opportunities.	Our	programs	provide	targeted	services	to	these	at-risk	and
court-involved	youth	to	help	them	build	successful	futures.	
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Since	its	inception	in	1964,	our	College	Readiness
Program	has	helped	over	22,000	young	people	gain
admission	to	college.	

Many	of	these	students	were	the	first	in	their	family	to
achieve	that	goal.

College	Readiness
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Union	Settlement	College	Readiness	Summer	Workshop,	1968
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Each	year,	we	deliver	over	200,000	meals	to	550	homebound
seniors	through	our	Meals	on	Wheels	program.

In	addition	to	relying	on	our	meals,	our	senior	population
depends	on	Union	Settlement	to	help	meet	their	everyday	needs,
including	mitigating	feelings	of	isolation.

	

Meals	on	Wheels
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East	Harlem	Neighborhood	
and	Needs	in	2020

With	over	120,000	residents,	East	Harlem	is	home	to	many	of	
the	neediest	New	Yorkers.	

•	44%	of	households	survive	on	less	than	$25,000	per	year.
•	12%	of	adults	have	less	than	a	ninth	grade	education.
•	28%	of	adults	did	not	graduate	from	high	school.	
•	33%	of	housing	units	are	public	housing	(NYCHA)	units.	
•	East	Harlem’s	unemployment	rate	is	nearly	twice	the	national	
			average.	
•	Only	28%	of	third	through	eighth	graders	meet	state	math	standards,
			with	32%	meeting	English	standards.	
•	Teen	pregnancy	and	STD	rates	in	East	Harlem	are	among	the	highest	
			in	New	York	City.
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East	116th	Street,	near	Fifth	Ave.,	1893
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East	116th	Street,	2017	Mexican	Independence	Day	Festival
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Union	Settlement’s	Activities	Council	is	awarded	the	Eleanor	Roosevelt	Community	Service	Citation,	1951.

From	left	to	right:	Mrs.	Roosevelt,	Robert	Vinter,	Jr.,	Assistant	Director,	Recreation	and	Education	Department
and	Hazel	Harris,	President	of	Union	Settlement’s	Activities	Council.
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Union	Settlement’s	Activities	Council	is	awarded	the	Eleanor	Roosevelt	Community	Service	Citation.	
Hillary	Rodham	Clinton	visits	Union	Settlement's	Corsi	Senior	Center,	2016.
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Union	Settlement's	Spring	Playground	Festival
East	104th	Street,	early	1900s



	111	

Union	Settlement's	Spring	Ethnic	Festival
East	104th	Street,	2019
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2020	Board	of	Directors

Amy Sherman, Chair

Eli Gross, Vice Chair

Dawn M. Zappetti, Vice Chair

William Arnold, Treasurer

Gina Rusch, Secretary

Ed Adler

David Castelblanco

Susan Chapman

Francesca Curtin

Courtney Dankworth

Jagdeep Dayal

Kalaivani S. Duane

Robert V. Edgar

Elsie Encarnacion

Kate Hamill

Reginald E. Harwell

Saliq Khan

Mickie Kerson

Lateefah Odedina

Ruth E. Pachman

Maxine L. Rockoff, Ph.D.

Andrew Schwalm

Robin Sparkman

Barbara Sternberger

Szilvia Szmuk-Tanenbaum, Ph.D.

David C. Thomas, M.D., M.H.P.E

Kate B. Townsend

Drew Warshaw 
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CELEBRATING	125	YEARS	IN	EAST	HARLEM

UNION	SETTLEMENT
237	East	104th	Street

New	York,	NY	10029 				www.unionsettlement.org


